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Dave Hobson 
First Light 

From the 
Commodore 

The 2009 season ended with our December annual meeting 
held at the Fireside Grille in Middleboro.  For those who 
attended, the falling snow that evening was final proof that 
winter had arrived.  The good news is that spring is just 
around the corner.  It helps to think this way anyway. 
2010 will be the 45th season of RBHYC.  The club has had 
continuous growth with approximately 150 current mem-
bers.  Raz Parker, the founder of RBHYC, was right on 
when he commented a few years ago that “there is some-
thing about the association with the sea and oceans that 
brings interesting people together.”  Thanks now go to 
Bruce and Patti Parker for letting all of us continue these 
enjoyments with their commitment in keeping RBHYC a 
priority of their boat yard business. 
The planning for a full 2010 sailing season has begun with 
the January 9 meeting of the Cruise Committee chaired by 
Vice Commodore Peter and Cindy Groeneveld, Jim and Jan 
Bierwert, John and Betsy Honey, John and Claire Gardner, 
Len and Ilene Karnow, Chuck and Renate Sands, Dick and 
Patti Delmore, Ted Schmuhl and Lisa Winsor.  
Our one week cruise will be hosted by John and Betsy 
Honey to the Narragansett Bay area.  John has extensive 
experience in these waters.  The three week cruise will be 
hosted by Vice Commodore Peter and Cindy Groeneveld to 
the Maine Coast.  Lots of great ideas were presented by all 
committee members.  Also, many other volunteers have 
come forward for hosting the planned weekend rendezvous 
listed on the calendar.  The details of all these events are 
identified in this issue of the Navigator. 
The Raz Parker Memorial Trophy is finally on display at 
the Parker’s Boat Yard office.  This annual Labor Day 
Weekend race has become a very popular event for chal-
lenging past winners and for getting the winner’s name in-
scribed on the trophy.  The beautiful Paul Revere bowl was 
crafted by our own Roger Jette who sails aboard Lucy.  
Thank you Roger for such a prized gift. 
Again, my thanks to all who have contributed to making 
the 2010 season include a variety of events for everyone to 
enjoy.  Looking forward to seeing you at the spring cook 
out at Parker’s in May and on the water in 2010.  
�����
 

 

2009 Annual Meeting 
 

 The annual meeting was held at the Fireside Grill 
in Middleboro, on the evening of the first heavy snowfall 
of the winter. 
 Dave Hobson, Commodore, recognized past com-
modore’s in attendance, introduced new members to the 
club, and thanked special guests, Bruce and Patti Parker 
for their continued support of the yacht club. Dave gave 
sincere thanks to all of the volunteers that made the 2009 
club sailing season such a success. Dave recounted the 
highlights (rendezvous’, cookouts and cruises), the low-
lights (rained out events), and the addition of inspections 
by the power squadron (these saved some members from 
being boarded by the coast guard).  
 Vice Commodore, Peter Groeneveld introduced 
the cruise committee members and thanked them for all of 
their efforts. Peter presented  the proposed cruise schedule 
for 2010 (see  pages 3-5 for the final schedule). 
 Secretary, Lisa Winsor presented the secretary’s 
report, and treasurer, Janice Biewert, presented the  
treasurer’s report. Both reports were accepted by the  
membership. As of December 1, 2009 the club had a  
balance of $7,911.00.  
 Race committee chairman, John Honey, presented 
the Albert Ransom (Raz) Parker Jr. memorial race trophy 
to Kent Nicholas (Panasea). John also recognized Louis 
and Rony Sebok, winner of the B and B dinghy race. 

Cruise hosts, rendezvous hosts, committee members and  
volunteers were recognized during the annual meeting. The 
2009 schedule of events was packed, and none of the  
activities would have been possible without the dedication  
and attention to detail by these members. 
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CRUISE NEWS 
 

 
Wow, it is hard to believe that one year has already 
passed since I wrote the last Cruise News.  Winter 
is hanging on with another wintery blast this 
month. The good news is that spring is just around 
the corner, and boatyards will soon awaken. 
 
This year the Cruise Committee met on  January 9 
to put the final touches on the annual calendar and 
cruise schedules.  The Committee members are 
Dave Hobson, Jim Bierwert, Len Karnow, John 

Honey, Chuck Sands, Ted Schmuhl, John Gardner and Dick Delmore.  I would like to thank all of you for your input 
and help with putting the rendezvous schedule and cruises together. 

 
There are two summer cruises this year. John and Betsy Honey (First Resort) have graciously volunteered to 

host the one week July cruise to Narragansett Bay.  Cindy and I (Belgian Buoy) will be hosting the three week cruise 
to Maine in August. Both cruise itineraries, and this year’s calendar, can be found in this issue of the Navigator. 

 
All the week-end rendezvous’ have hosts, except for the one in Mattapoisett.  If we do not get a volunteer to 

host it, we’ll make it a skipper’s choice week-end.  I want to thank everyone in advance for stepping up to the plate 
as hosts and other volunteers.  This is what makes the RBHYC such a unique and fun club. 

 
I will need some volunteers to help with the September Labor Day weekend activities; organizing the Blind-

fold and Backwards Race on Saturday, September 4, and setting up the cook out on Sunday September 5.  If anyone 
is able to volunteer, please contact me. 

 
This promises to be yet another exciting and busy sailing season.  To sign up for a rendezvous or cruise, 

please contact the host directly. Please be courteous and sign up for cruises and rendezvous’ as soon as possible. This 
will allow the host adequate time to coordinate reservations, number of participants and port logistics. 

 
Looking ahead to next year, we were thinking about organizing a club sponsored bare boat charter cruise in the  
British Virgin Islands (BVI) in March 2011.  We can do either single or group charters.  An example is a 42’ 4 cabin 
catamaran costing about $6000 for 9 days.  As a group of 3 or more boats they will also offer 5 – 15% discounts.  If 
you want more information visit www.conchcharters.com or www.sunsail.com and there are more.  If you are inter-
ested in participating please contact me. 
 
We hope to have a good season with good health, good weather and fair winds.  Do not hesitate to call or email me, 
or Dave Hobson, if you have any questions.  My numbers are 508-477-3458 (H) or 774-368-0585 (C) and email 
captnpiet@verizon.net 

Fair Winds 
 
Peter Groeneveld 
Vice Commodore 
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RBHYC 2008 CALENDAR  
  

 
RBHYC 2010 CALENDAR 
  

DATE TIME  EVENT LOCATION/HOST  
 
8-May-10 1300 Spring cookout Parker's Boat Yard RBHY Club House 

   Dave and Marylaine Hobson - First Light  

    

29 - 31 May 10  Weekend Rendezvous Vineyard Haven 

   Louis and Anna Sebok - Big Bird 
    

12 - 13 June 10  Weekend Rendezvous Woods Hole 

   Paul and Robin Ketchum - Bald Eagle 

    

3 - 4 July 10  Weekend Rendezvous Padanaram 

   Dick and Patti Delmore - Serenade 

    

17 - 25 July 10  1 Week Cruise Narragansett Bay 

   John and Betsy Honey - First Resort 

    

24 - 25 Jul 10  Weekend Rendezvous Tashmoo 

   Carl Ketchum and Lorraine Stratus - Windigo 

    

7 - 28 Aug 10  3 Week Cruise Various points in Maine 

   Peter and Cindy Groeneveld - Belgian Buoy 

   Destination Hosts to schedule outings 

    

21 - 22 Aug 10  Weekend Rendezvous Mattapoisett 

   Host Needed 

    

4 - 6 Sep 10  Weekend Rendezvous Bassetts Island 

4-Sep-10 1300 Blindfold and Backwards Race Bassetts Island 

5-Sep-10 1200 Raz Parker Memorial PHRF Race Parker's Boat Yard RBHY Club House 

5-Sep-10 1600 Cookout  

    

    

18 -19 Sep 10  Weekend Rendezvous Hadley Harbor 

   John and Claire Gardner - Moondance 

    

2-Oct-10  Fall Cookout Parker's Boat Yard RBHY Club House 

   Dave and Marylaine Hobson - First Light  

    

13 - 14 Nov 10  Fall Weekend Portland, Me 

   Dick and Patti Delmore - Serenade 

    

4-Dec-10  Annual Meeting and Dinner Fireside Grill - Middleborough 

   Dave and Marylaine Hobson - First Light  
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BOAT US BENEFIT 
RBHYC has an affiliation with Boat US through their Cooperating Groups program. This program does not cost 
the club anything, but you have the opportunity to take advantage of the benefits. Boat US provides half price 
memberships to Cooperating Groups members. If you are renewing, or joining Boat US, be sure to mention 
that you are a member of RBHYC in order to get the discount. Our group ID number is: GA 82535Y. 

Termination of all U.S. Loran-C Signals 
The U.S. Coast Guard will terminate the transmission of all U.S. Loran-C signals effective February 8, 2010. 
As of February 8 all U.S. Loran-C signals will be unusable and permanently discontinues. This termination 
does not affect U.S. participation in the Russian, American or Canadian Loran-C chains. U.S. participation in 
these chains will continue temporarily in accordance with international agreements. More information can be 
found at: http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm/d1/default.htm 

PLAN AHEAD!  
B.V.I. Bare Boat Charter 2011  

Jim Bierwert and Peter Groeneveld are thinking ahead to warm winter weather in 2011. They are interested in 
organizing a bare boat flotilla in the B.V.I. sometime after St. Patrick’s Day. Nothing is written in stone yet, 
but they would like to hear from you if you are tempted to sail warmer waters next winter. The more people 
that sign up, the cheaper the charter. Family and friends are welcome!   
 

TIME TO TAKE A DIESEL COURSE  
Mack Boring Diesel offers one, two and three day courses that Joe Hanley says are very informative. They 
are holding courses in Middleboro, MA. mid-March. In addition, they have a women’s only diesel work-
shop March 13-14. You will get a jump on the spring tune-up by taking these courses, not to mention a 
huge sense of confidence! Check out their web site for more information.  
http://www.mackboring.com/training/ 

HOW TO CLEAN A DOG THAT HAS BEEN SKUNKED  
Last summer one of our 4-legged furry club sailors got skunked, and, as a result, there was not a bloody 
mary to be had for the rest of the cruise. Michael Sherwood’s dogs have had many a run-in with skunks, and 
he offers the following solution for de-stinking your pup: 
* One (1) Quart Hydrogen Peroxide, 1/4 Cup of Baking Soda, and two Tbs. of a strong liquid 

soap detergent.   
* Scrub the animal with a short bristled brush, all the while holding the head up so as not to get 

the mixture inside the eyes and ears.  Those areas, usually the first to be sprayed, have to be 
scrubbed carefully with the mixture flowing down toward the snout, and immediately followed by 
a thorough water rinse. 
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Navigator News! 
Have you ever wondered what the Navigator would look like in color? Well, your days of wondering are 
over. You can find each issue of the Navigator on the RBHYC web site: www.rbhyc.com. Not only is 
the Navigator much more fun to read in color, it is more environmentally friendly than the paper issue, 
and it is cheaper to produce. We are striving to reduce the number of paper issues that we print and mail. 
If you would like to receive an email that will link you to the issue on-line, instead of receiving a printed 
copy, please send an email to Janice Bierwert, jbierwert@comcast.net, letting her know that you would 
like to forgo the printed copy.  

Directory Deadline! 
The 2010 directory will be published in the Spring. In order to be sure that all members are included, 
please be sure that your dues are paid by the end of March! A renewal application can be found on the 
club website, and on page 8 of this issue of the Navigator. The information that you provide on the  
application forms the database for the directory. In order to be sure that all directory information is  
accurate, please take a few moments to review the information (especially your email address) in the 
2009 directory, and advise Janice Bierwert if there are any changes.  

Power Squadron Boat Inspections 
In 2009, Jim Bierwert arranged to have free boat inspections, for RBHYC members, done by the Power 
Squadron . The boat inspection not only helps club members to ready their boats of a safe season of sail-
ing, they also help if you are boarded by the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard respects the quality of the 
safety inspections done by the Power Squadron. Jim has graciously agreed to arrange for two dates to be 
set for inspections this Spring. More information regarding dates, times and location will be provided in 
future Navigators and via email. The Power Squadron uses the Coast Guard inspection form. You can 
find the form online at: http://rbsafety.d11nuscgaux.info/docs/a7012.pdf 

Albert Ransom (Raz) Parker Jr. Memorial Trophy on display 
The beautiful Paul Revere Bowl trophy, crafted by Roger Jette is now on display at Parker’s Boat yard. 
A special round of thanks to Roger for creating such a masterpiece, to Bruce and Patti Parker for their 
continued support of the RBHYC, and to Dave Hobson for crafting the base that the trophy now sits on. 

Handmade Afghan Project Continues 
Special thanks to Jayne Heath, Judith Turco and Robin Ketchum for the 100+, 6” x 9” rectangles they have 
knit for The Handmade Afghans to Thank Our Armed Forces Project . At the Spring cookout, Ilene  
Karnow will collect any additional rectangles members have completed during the winter. For  
complete  information visit www.rectangle6x9.org. RBHYC members have currently completed 550+ 
squares (enough to make 11 afghans for our soldiers). 

"Greatness is not in where we stand, but in what direction we are  
moving. We must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it,  

but sail we must, and not drift or lie at anchor." 
Oliver Wendell Holmes 



 

8  

 
 
 
 
 

 
RED BROOK HARBOR YACHT CLUB APPLICATION & RENEWAL 

 
 
NAME______________________________________ SPOUSE _____________________________ 
 
MEMBER SINCE _____________________(month/year) 
 
 
STREET 
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
P.O. BOX ________________ 
 
 
CITY ________________________________ STATE _________________ ZIP____________________ 
 
 
PHONE ____________________________ CELL PHONE ____________________________ 
 
 
WINTER ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
P.O. BOX ______________ 
 
 
CITY ________________________________ STATE _________________ ZIP____________________ 
 
 
DATES AT WINTER ADDRESS: START DATE:_______________ RETURN DATE: _____________ 
 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS(S)____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BOAT NAME ________________________________ MAKE __________________________ 
 
LENGTH ______________   SAIL # ________________   RIG ______________ 
 
MOORING LOCATION _________________________________________________________ 
 
RENEWAL:     $50 
 
NEW APPLICATION:    $75  (includes burgee) 
 
SPONSOR _______________________________________________________ 
 
IMPORTANT! -Current members please fill in all of the above information in order to keep our database current.. 
 
Return this form and your check made out to Red Brook Harbor Yacht Club (RBHYC) to the treasurer: 
 Janice Bierwert 
 Red Brook Harbor Yacht Club 
 P. O. Box 603 
 Hanson, MA 02341 
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RED BROOK HARBOR YACHT CLUB 
Web Site: www.rbhyc.com 

 
Commodore: Dave Hobson 

(FIRST LIGHT) 
(508) 564-7278 

cdavidhobs@gmail.com 
 

Vice-Commodore:  Peter Groeneveld 
(BELGIAN BUOY) 

(508) 477-3458 
captnpiet@verizon.net 

 
Secretary: Lisa Winsor  

(LUCKY DEVIL) 
(508) 758-9094 

tidepool@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer: Janice Bierwert 
(KANIKE) 

(781) 447-2097 
jbierwert@comcast.net 

RBHYC WEB SITE  
Our website continues to expand thanks to Jason Honey 
(Website committee chairperson) who maintains our site. 

The RBHYC site includes: 
* History of the RBHYC club 
* Schedule of club activities 
* The RBHYC store (thanks to Betsy  Honey) 
* Current and back issues of the “Navigator”. 
* Photo Gallery 

Check out the site at: Web Site: www.rbhyc.com 

 
The photo gallery is a great idea and has been well  
received by our membership, but the RBHYC website is 
currently a non secure, public website fully accessible on 
the world wide web.   
IF YOU HAVE CONCERNS WITH YOUR PHOTO 
BEING POSTED ON THE RBHYC PHOTO  
GALLERY, PLEASE CONTACT LISA WINSOR.  
 

New Members since the last Navigator: 
Patricia Kelleher 

Ein Kona 
 

Millie & Bob LeBlanc 
LaFemme Vite 

 
Returning Members-Welcome back! 

Renee & Lincoln Andrews 
Waterstruck 

 
Joan Cooperstein 

Treasurer’s Notes 
Just a reminder that annual membership dues are 
now due. In order to be listed in the 2010 member-
ship directory, dues must be paid by March 31, 
2010. Please send renewal application and dues to: 
Janice Bierwert, P. O. Box 603, Hanson, MA 
02341. 

ABOUT THE NAVIGATOR NEWSLETTER  
The Navigator is our primary means of communicating 
with our members.  The Secretary is responsible for 
publishing the Navigator on a quarterly basis depend-
ing on the amount of news worthy material available.   
We actively solicit articles and pictures from the mem-
bership, however on occasion we do receive more  
material than we have space for and must therefore 
make editorial decisions on what is actually published.  
Members may post personal for sales ads in the naviga-
tor on a space available basis. If you have submitted an 
article/picture that was not published, PLEASE be per-
sistent and keep those photos and articles coming 
(send to Lisa Winsor) so we can continue to have a 
great selection of material to bring you!   If you’ve 
misplaced or didn’t receive the latest issue of the 
Navigator, current and back issues can be found on 
our website  www.rbhyc.com. 
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RED BROOK HARBOR YACHT CLUB 
C/O Lisa Winsor  
1 Dupont Drive 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739 
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